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hemodialysis patients. An Educational program was provided to families of hemodialysis patients in a general hospital for about one year. Outcomes of the program were measured through the self-care, assisted-care and care burden of the patients and their

caregivers. The results showed that there was no significant difference in self-care, assisted-care and care burden scores between the pre- and post-program periods, but there was a significant decrease in total care burden score. This program was considered to be
effective in reducing the family caregiver burden of hemodialysis patients.1. Field of the Invention This invention relates to an image reading apparatus and an image forming apparatus. 2. Description of the Related Art In an image forming apparatus, such as a
copier, the image carrier, such as a sheet of paper, on which an image is formed is conveyed by a conveying mechanism such as a conveying belt or a conveyor roller, whereby the image on the image carrier is transferred onto a recording sheet, such as a paper
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